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The Hikobia Monthly Botanical Excursion is promoted by the Hikobia Botanical
Society and Miyajima Natural Botanical Garden of Hiroshima University. Excur-
sions are usually held to observe and record the wild and naturalized plants, and
vegetation at various places in Hiroshima Prefecture, SW Japan and nearby areas
once each month on the third Sunday of the month, although recently sometimes
twice monthly. The activities have brought encouraging results in lifelong learning
for citizens and field education for teachers and students, and in the investigation of
the flora of Hiroshima. In this article, we summarized the history and recent activi-
ties of the Hikobia Monthly Botanical Excursion based on previous publications and
data, including old handwritten records.

The Hikobia Monthly Botanical Excursion, previously called the monthly foray of
the Hiroshima Botanical Club which is the former society of Hiroshima Botanical
Society, was founded by the late Prof. Y. Horikawa in 1956. The first memorable
venue was at Mitaki Temple, alias Makinoa Valley, in Hiroshima City in 9 October
1956. Ando (1960) summarized the philosophy and success of these excursions as
follows: “Anyone interested in botany, that is students, children, men and women
of all ages, can join to the excursion. The excursions had a favorable reception be-
cause they combine study in a nice atmosphere with recreation. Over 100 attendants
sometimes joined the excursions, and a line of chartered buses went to their destina-
tion.” The excursion announcements were carried as a boxed item in the local news-
paper Chugoku Shimbun. After the first venue, the excursions were held once each
month until Dr. Horikawa reached his retirement age in 1966. Seki (1988) noted this
as follows: “In around 1966-1968, the club had poor excursions mainly because of
the retirement of the leading figure Prof. Horikawa. In 1969, the excursions resumed
with participation of students and teachers of Hiroshima University. In around 1975,
the number of participants increased with students and teachers from other univer-
sities and people in general.” In June 1977, the present style of the excursion was
started under the joint auspices of the Hikobia Botanical Society and Miyajima Nat-
ural Botanical Garden of Hiroshima University, with guidance by Dr. Seki, and this
continued for 22 years until 2001. In 1977, the guide on the next venue also started
sending by postal card (and also by e-mail now) a short communication on the last
excursion for members. The communication outlines the route followed and the
chief or important plants and vegetation, and reached the 378th in October 2010. In
2001, the then Associate professor Dr. Toyohara was passed the baton as a guide, and
a position he held until his retirement in 2007. Since 2007, more than one person has
been assigned as a guide for some excursions. After 54 years we have now reached
the 500th excursion and the memorial event was held on 2 October 2010. Thus, the
Hikobia Monthly Botanical Excursion received the seventh award of the Botanical
Society of Japan, the largest society for the study of botany and with a rich history in
Japan, for distinguished achievement in education at the annual meeting of the soci-
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ety on 10 September 2010.

As mentioned in the handout in the first excursion and the publication by Ando
(1960), the excursion is open to anyone who is interested in botany from young
children to elderly people. The excursion also has consistently followed a number
of policies: (1) a lifetime of learning, before that term appeared in Japan; (2) links
among plant lovers, botanists with no formal institutional affiliation and scientists
in formal institution; (3) contributions to promote studies of botany and for raising
levels of interest in all the fields of botanical science amongst the next generation;
and (4) dissemination and education of botanical knowledge. These activities are
bringing substantial results as follows: (1) field education for the citizens, teachers
and students, (2) enrichment of one’s culture, (3) investigation of the local flora, and
(4) improvement in awareness and attention to nature conservation. Based on the
previous field excursions, numerous publications and books on the local flora and
new records in Hiroshima Prefecture (e.g., “Flora of Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan™
edited by Miyajima Natural Botanical Garden of Hiroshima University and the Hiba
Society of Natural History published in 1997); all of which have contributed to our
knowledge of the flora composition in the prefecture.

The previous excursions were summarized in some publications in the journal
Hikobia, the Miyajima Natural Botanical Garden Newsletter, other publications by
persons who are involved in the excursions, as well as in newspapers. Recent an-
nouncement and some materials, such as list of venues for the previous field excur-
sions and records as a short communication, appear in the web site of the Miyajima
Natural Botanical Garden (http:/miyajima.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/~museum) and Digital
Natural History Museum of Hiroshima University (http:/www.digital-museum.
hiroshima-u.ac.jp/~museum/) with updates as the occasion arises. The excursion
is within one or two days in principle. The venues are in the vicinity of Hiroshima
City or at locations in Hiroshima Prefecture recommended by the members. To
investigate the flora of Hiroshima Prefecture, the venues are chosen widely in the
prefecture. The venues with high frequency are Taishaku Gorge at the boundary
line of Shobara City and Jinseki-kogen Town (seven times) in NE part of Hiroshima
Prefecture, and Mt. Gokurakuji in Hatsukaichi City (five times). A trend of partial
concentration on the western part of the prefecture in the previous venues is rec-
ognized. Consequently, for the next 10 years, blank or rarely visited areas would
be chosen as the venues, especially in the east part of the prefecture. The number
of the attendants in each year is impressive. According to the previous reports by
Seki (1980, 1984) and Seki & Yoshino (1985, 1987), the total number of attendants
reached 4,800 persons and the monthly attendance averages 42.1 persons in the 114
excursions from June, 1977-December, 1986. The largest contingent of attendees
are working persons (26.5%), housewives (25.0%), students of Hiroshima University
(14.4%), and teachers of the high and primary schools (11.4%). These results show
the excursion was popular for citizens. On the excursions in the last 10 years, the
total number of the attendants has reached 6,143 persons and the monthly attendance
has averaged 46.5 persons over the 132 excursions from January, 2000—September,
2010. Seomie increase of the attendance in each year and the monthly attendance av-
erages has been recognized.

Geographic information system (GIS) maps were developed using the data which
were incorporated into the second grid of the Grid Square System (ca. 10-km square
data) for the venues and common plant species for the previous excursions in Hiro-
shima Prefecture. Based on the 24,287 records of digitalized previous materials (the
short communications during September, 1979—April, 2010, and personal reports of
flora by the members during August, 2003—April, 2010), a list of the common plants
was compiled. A total of 24 representatives of the common species in each vegeta-
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tion zone are also shown.

The elevation contours are 400 m, 700 m, and 900 m

above sea level, which also correspond to boundaries between each vegetation zone.
Elevations below 400 m are dominated by evergreen broadleaved forest correspond-
ing to chinquapins (Castanopsis spp.) forest; at elevations of 400-700 m, evergreen
broadleaved forest corresponding to evergreen oak (Cyclobalanopsis spp.) zone, and
temperate coniferous-mixed forest corresponding to Abies firma—Tsuga sieboldii
forest zone; at elevations of 700-900 m, deciduous broadleaved forest corresponding
to hornbeams and Japanese blue beech (Carpinus spp. and Fagus japonica) zone;
and at elevations over 900 m, deciduous broadleaved forest corresponding to beech
(Fagus crenata) zone. GIS-maps of distribution of species showed correspondence

to each forest zone.

Harwmori Kubo, Seiji Mukai & Hiromi Tsubota, Miyajima Natural Botanical Gar-
den, Graduate School of Science, Hiroshima University, Mitsumaruko-yama 1156-2,
Miyajima-cho, Hatsukaichi-shi, Hiroshima 739-0543, Japan.
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Fig. 1. The first excursion announcement in the local
newspaper in the morning edition of the Chugoku
Shimbun (5 September 1956).
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Fig. 2. A good company at the memorial event in Miyajima Island, Hiroshima Prefecture (2 October

2010).
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Fig. 3. GIS-map of the venues for all the excursions in Hiroshima Prefecture, SW Japan and nearby
areas (September, 1978-April, 2010). The elevation contours are 400 m, 700 m, and 900 m above

sea level.
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A. Fagus crenata B. Fagus japonica

E. Abies firma F. Tsuga sieboldii

Fig. 6. GIS-map for common woody species found in climax forests for the excursions in Hiroshima
Prefecture (September, 1978—April, 2010). The elevation contours are 400 m, 700 m, and 900 m above
sea level. A. Fagus crenata Blume; B. F. japonica Maxim; C. Quercus crispula Blume; D. Castanopsis

cuspidata (Thunb.) Schottky; E. 4bies firma Siebold & Zucc.; F. Tsuga sieboldii Carriére.
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A. Quercus acuta B. Quercus glauca

Fig. 7. GIS-map for common woody species of the Fagaceae for the excursions in Hiroshima Prefecture
(September, 1978-April, 2010). The elevation contours are 400 m, 700 m, and 900 m above sea level. A.
Quercus acuta Thunb.; B. Q. glauca Thunb.; C. Q. phillyracoides A.Gray; D. Q. salicina Blume; E. Q.
myrsinifolia Blume; F. Lithocarpus glaber (Thunb.) Nakai.
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A. Pinus densiflora B. Quercus serrata

C. Pieris japonica subsp. japonica D. llex crenata

Fig. 8. GIS-map for common woody species found in secondary forests for the excursions in Hiroshima
Prefecture (September, 1978—April, 2010). The elevation contours are 400 m, 700 m, and 900 m above
sea level. A. Pinus densiflora Siebold & Zucc.; B. Q. serrata Murray; C. Pieris japonica (Thunb.) D.Don
ex G.Don subsp. japonica; D. Ilex crenata Thunb.; E. L. pedunculosa Miq.; F. Clethra barbinervis
Siebold & Zucc.
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A. Rhododendron reticulatum B. Rhododendron mucronulatum
var. cifiatum

Fig. 9. GIS-map for common plant species for the excursions in Hiroshima Prefecture (September,
1978—April, 2010). The elevation contours are 400 m, 700 m, and 900 m above sea level. A.
Rhododendron reticulatum D.Don ex G.Don; B. R. mucronulatum Turcz. var. ciliatum Nakai; C. R.
nudipes Nakai; D. Carpinus laxiflora (Siebold & Zucc.) Blume; E. Dicranopteris linearis (Burm.f.)
Underw.; F. Gleichenia japonica Spreng.
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